Aartsbiskop skeur sy “Dog Collar” oor Mugabe
 

Die meer as 80 Afrika-staatshoofde en Europese Unie se beraad nog vars in ons geheue, met weerstand vanuit Afrika (spesifiek ons president, Thabo Mbeki) met die aanhoor van kritiek van die “Weste” op toestande in Afrika soos Zimbabwe en Darfoer nog vars in ons ore, kom hierdie onderstaande berig uitgestuur deur die Wêreldbond van Gereformeerde Kerke se nuusdiens drie maal oor my lessenaar in twee dae.  
 

Terwyl ons regmaak vir ‘n feestyd, met (vir ons as Christene) die boodskap van hoop, liefde, geregtigheid sentraal in ons Christus-leer, kan ons nie maar by die nood en hooplose toestand van die inwoners van ons buurstaat verby feesvier nie.  Die wanhoop van Zimbabwe is ook al lankal besig om oor ons landsgrense te stroom en ons pluk die vrugte van geweld en misdaad, toegevoeg aan ons eie land s’n, in ‘n toenemende mate.
 

Nou vra ek mooi: sal ons nie in ons gemeentes op Kersdag ‘n oomblik gebruik om na te dink oor hierdie diepe vergryp teen die menswaardigheid, nee, die God-waardigheid van miljoene Zimbabwiërs, wat fisies en psigies aan hulle liggame en siele ly onder die heerskappy van Robert Mugabe en sy geesgenote nie.  Lees veral die laaste paragraaf van die nuusberig hieronder. Die blatante dis-informasie kan vergelyk word met die Nazi-tyd in aanloop tot die Tweede Wêreldoorlog! 
 

Vir diegene van julle wat ook so voel, en vir wie hierdie toestand ook so aan die hart gryp soos hierdie aartsbiskop van York: kom ons vier Kersfees in solidariteit met ons broers en susters in Zimbabwe op ‘n demonstratiewe gepaste wyse, soos deur elkeen besluit.  Al is dit net ‘n kers wat opgesteek word, ‘n openbare gebed wat gedoen word, ‘n simboliese handeling in die Kersdiens. 
 

Oorkant ons landsgrens is daar 1000de van ons lidmate (lidmate van die sinodes van die Reformed Church in Zimbabwe en die CCAP Harare en talle NG Kerk-lidmate) asook ander kerke se lidmate wat nie soos ons in vryheid en oorvloed kan feesvier nie.  Dit moet, dit behoort, ons diep te raak en te ontstel.
 

Dankie dat julle hierdie skrywe gelees het, maar lees asseblief die ondergaande artikel ook.
 

Vriendelike groete
Ben du Toit   
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Anglican archbishop won't wear 'dog collar' until Mugabe goes

ENI-07-0953

 

By Martin Revis

London, 10 December (ENI)--The Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, cut into pieces his clerical "dog collar" on a television programme broadcast by the BBC to the world, and the Ugandan-born cleric vowed he would not replace it until Robert Mugabe is no longer president of Zimbabwe.

 

The second-highest ranking cleric in the (Anglican) Church of England was himself a refugee from the tyrannical regime of Idi Amin, who ruled Uganda from 1971 to 1979. He said it was right for British Prime Minister Gordon Brown to refuse to attend the December conference of European Union and African leaders held in Portugal. 

 

As Sentamu removed his detachable collar and pulled out a pair of scissors snipping his clerical collar into pieces, he told interviewer Andrew Marr, "As an Anglican this is what I wear to identify myself, that I'm a clergyman. Do you know what Mugabe has done? He's taken people's identity and literally, if you don't mind, cut it to pieces. That is what he has actually done a lot of - and in the end there's nothing." 

 

Sentamu, a persistent critic of the Mugabe regime, said the international community, and particularly South Africa, must help the starving and oppressed people of Zimbabwe. During the 9 December BBC interview the archbishop also praised the German Chancellor Angela Merkel for criticising Mugabe at the EU-Africa meeting.

 

He attacked African leaders for their inaction and their false position of backing Mugabe who they saw as a revolutionary. African states had to stop blaming others for their problems, Sentamu stated.

 

The wearing of detachable "dog collars" became popular with Christian clergy in the mid-19th century, and the white-rimmed collars are still often worn by Anglican, Roman Catholic and other clergy. 

 

Global church leaders such as Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, former Archbishop Demond Tutu, the Zimbabwean-born general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, the Rev. Ishmael Noko, and the Ghanaian-born general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the Rev. Setri Nyomi, have expressed distress about the lack of concern by African leaders over the plight of Zimbabweans under Mugabe's rule. 

 

The global church-backed humanitarian alliance, ACT (Action by Churches Together) recently brought to public attention the plight of  "vulnerable Zimbabweans in South Africa", who are said to number more than two million.

 

After Chancellor Merkel and other European leaders were critical of Zimbabwe at the summit in Lisbon, the State-run Herald newspaper in Zimbabwe editorialised: "African leaders stood by Zimbabwe saying Europe was uninformed on the situation in the country." 

 

